FIBER & YARNS

Meadowbrook Inventions Gives
Fashion A New Sparkle

By Elaine Gross, Special To American Sportswear & Knitting Times

ke fwainkle 1 Roberra
RBuschmunn's eye 15 noll enly
o window to her bubbly per-
semality, bud is & reflection of
the unoswal praducls her
company manulaciures, A small, Family-
owned  company, Meadowbrook
Inventions, Inc.. is ihe world®s largest
manufacturer and supplier of gliter,

IF it glistens or gleams, you can be
almost cenoin that Meadowbrook makes
it. From true metallics to Ahimm-e:ring_
nylon amd polyester fibers, from sequins
1o craft supplies and Christmas tree deco.
rations, all ihat @litters has hean turned
inte gold al Meadowbrosk., And now,
thanks 1o the company s latest product
develapment, the patented Angelina
fibers, Huschmann, execiiive vicespresis
dent, is sel on weking Gehion yams wml
Fabrics sparkle aplery.

Ruschmann’s father, Henry 5r., an
inventor and toolmsker, begun muking
gli11¢r in 1934, in the bedroom of his
Moplewond, M), boms, He flashad upon
a muthiod [or making glitter lrom alu-
mimum and, later, from plastic, grestly
improving upan the then standard of
crushed gliss.

Inihe VREDN's, Boschman Sr, mowed his
family 1o p Berpurdsville, N1 Turm
where. along with tending o herd of live-
stock, he developed the proprictary glit-
ter-making technology than, alihough
:illlpl'l.:l"l-'\.'d apal QT (1% yoars, stall forms
the hasis of the company's present pro-
ahsclidm and prosviches ifs oompelitive edge,

Soon Meadowbrook's production out-
grew the comfines of the bedroom where
il was turned oot and moved wpstairs,
then to the basenyent, greenhouse. gra-
nary and cow b unl, in cthe 1960, a
proper plant was built on the property,
just steps away Foom hosme,

Marure and armifice now comvenge where
the neeadow mects the broek, awd where
Meadowbpeok has resided For more tean
50 years. The gliter factory oceufics &
potion of tes working fann wlens alsnl
50 bead of palted Herelard beef cows roanm
the countryside of this rurall commuminy,
just am houe's drive from Manlanan,

“Ma, o cowvs dion 'L glow inibe dark,
el no, we don’t make glicer frea cow
haals™ Roberta Buschnsmn jokes, quick-
ly dlispersing soarse of ibe fantastie nbcas
that she is often conlronted with, She
assarcs that glitker prodection is 4 weally
chean and pollution-free process that does
rd i amy way interfere with ruising ihe
hvestock.

“In fust, most people in wwn don't
know we're here,” she said, “We 1ry 1o
keep a low profile, klending inta the
rolling hills."

A Bussion lugooge menjor ab Geeorge
Worshington Limiversity, Ruschrmann ingend-
el ey work on the intermational Basiness
scere, gt her basic tmining helping a
friend in Ireland st up 3 rudiator foclocy
that sold to Japan and several European
countries, Also conversant in French,
Spamish, German (leamed from ber family)
arul some Dalian Qeamed “because 1 like
thie foed™), and with a designing mind since
childhond, Huschmann was rexdy 1o inire
duce Meadwabeook's products everseas.

Ruzchmann joined the company in
1954, just five years before her father
cliced al vl age of &4, “They pul me in
charge of sequin preducton,” she Lugzh-
ingly recalls, “hecause it was something 1
ooaldn 1 break."

At the time, the company offered
seqins in only mine coloes, a far vry [0
ihe carrent paletle of mome Mon D30 and
prowing, claimsed 1o b the langest in ik
wi il Thiss include demim, velve, crysal,
hodogram and glow-in-the-durk fnishes.
Srretch soguins (a single line of sequins
nltached fo a atretchable theesd) and iron-om
sequins {procuced in 3 single width chain)
arg the firmn’s newest paleriod daigne.

With un cbullient passion far ghoer,
are Ruschmann®s bailiwick i new prd-
sl kfeas, leaving infermal gompany oper-
ations o president, Horald Satton, and
sal=s o Joe Colleran. The vounger of ber
bt heothers, Peer, serves double duly s
Ehax |;nm|'|.lr|.].":-'. CIMUIICT mavei and mean-
wper of the fumn,

Wikh heer language skills fermaly in e,
Euschmann wasted na time venluring
into the European morket, pasticularly
Doy aued Gieomany.

=[ went to Furope hecause cur prod-
wets wercn'L being aecepded here in the
.57 she said. “Once American compua-
nies saw i in Burops, then they secepled
i Eurapean companies are coming bo the
LS. for thelr inmovations, and Anserican
companics arc going 1o Eurepe wlen dey
by W raght i ki eovn backyands”

Ciwver the wears, as new malerials came
i beimg, Meadoobrook shilted s poo.
duction o provide increasingly higher
qualily gliwers. Afver alomminam and plas-
fic, Meadowhkrsok introduced polyester
and metal products and, anseag the mone
recent advanees, laser embossed melal-
lized padyesicr.

Angeling, introduced last year, 12 b
newest member of the compuny s Tiber
family, made oo cither 3 polysster,
nylon or metal base. Its predecessors
include: Cpalina, an armdescent materizl
prosiuced in 3 flake fom R use in such
things we foke seow Toe displays and lam-
inding into place mars; ard Crystaling, 3
gimiilar bl finer ircesoeml aeateeial.

Mendowbreak repeated that Angelina
is the softest metallic ber available.
Made in staple lengths, not continuous
(lament, il is porticulary suited for vse
in YAMmE and textiles af all fypes

AvtUsT 49T B AMERICAN SPORTSWIAR & ExmnixG Tisrs 49



“This willl revolutionize the (metallic)
markst,” Buschmann said. “Mow cven
nanweovens and falis, made from staple
fibers only, can sparkle by sprinkling in
Amgelina fibers before punching, achisv-
ing an ifdescent plush surface.”

Angehina can be produced in ony s1a-
ple length up 1 cight inches, with two
il bengths for colton blemds and leue
inch lengrhs for acrylic blends, curently
Eles pst popailar. T can alss be peoduced
i any demier. the finest a 7.5 count.
| Fibers can b eliber straight or deckeled,
wihich heighiens che aliter effect even
more than ceimping,

Angeling fbers are produced foem
filen, which may contain mose tham 200
layers of two or more polymers. As lighs
sarikes these layers, il cmits a range of
laminons amd irdescent ciiects,

There vre several variations in the
Angeling range. il was noted. Meallic
Anpeling is made from a poelyester base
with less than one per ceat aluminum
coment. Iridesoent Angelina, 60 per cent
polyesteefd per cent acrylic, is churue-
terized by more than 120 Inyers, which
resulis noa high level of indescence.
Metal Angeling ¢an be mude of cither
10k per cent copper, steel, mickel of olls-
manm in a range of calars,

Alrhaugh clenr nylon (Tvpe 6.6) and
pelyester Angeling maimains s bright-
ness throwgh conventional dyeing, the

bBeeit resnlis are said (o be schieved when
1 dyeing medivm and desp shades,
Megdowbreok sugpests, however, thal
Angeling be vsed only in yam-dysl coms
structicms since they are not incended for
wel proeessing,

The company caulivas against dyging
varns or fabrics containing the libers
umiless they ane subjected o Aporous fest-
ing procedans. 1L will perform these tests
using the specific dyves and simwalating the
specinl comditions that the custamer
resduiesits, Depending on the end-uaz uppli-
cation, Memfowhrook also offers a mnge
of specialized coatngs that are gawl o be
Akl 1o nesolve nemy dyeing needs.

Metallic Angelina fibers, the compa-
Wy fepericd, are manufaciuned with a
special coating that makes e slvent

=aid to be gesivlant B dry temperatures
of between 263 and 330 degrecs
Fuhrenheir, depenifing on the base mate-
rials used, rending them usable in plastic
injection mobdings, In addition, it was
noted, Angeling will thrink less than ope

per cent when measwred ot 100 degrees
Centigrude for ene hour, does not exhibin
elongation problems during normal yam
processing. and shows different degrecs
af tensile sirengih in direc propacion 1o
the Nbce denicr. (100 per cent polyester
and oylon Lypes bave the hizhest tensile
sirength.)

By varying the concentration of
Angeling in o [iher mixiure, 3 range of
effiects, from soft or sparkling highliglis
b heavy metal. ulira high-tech loaks can
be schieved. Light refraction of Bibers
and celors plays an impoertant pacl in
determinimg the mcst approgeiabe blensds
and mixes for the intended end resull.
Thiere are dosens of metallized and non-
metallized colers in e presenl mnge.
but, thromgh hlending, Ruschmann sasd
Ui ediplur possabilities ane limillees,

Althoug b el dncapensive (prsas depombs
upon denber), tse congpemy custently lias o
rianamiy afiler requarements, and aslvises
Lthul only tewelosthree per cent of Angeling
fibers cre newdal b creule o subdle, shim-
mery effect. Buschmann docs wdmit, how-
gver, that menst yams and fabrics ook hefter
whten they conlain a kigher perecntags of
the fibers, primacily in the 5-20 per cem
(e

Some ol the chmpanics carrenlly cre.
ating varns contpinmyg Angeling (lsers
are: Kramer Textiles, o 5pe:1.'i;|li'u: in Iung
sfaple, fow and sliver '-.'pin:ninﬂ in hesgvier
wiights; Dvarun Temtiles: Japan™s Nagawa
Cie, Lo, which combined Angelinn with
cashmere; Drodnag Mills, which spun
velour varms for automotive wphnlsieey:
and Framee's Achilles Bayart & Cic.,
which offers several Eaitting yarms i

resistant for use in fiberglass, They are |

Meadewbreok’s Rngeling
glitter fibori ond yarms.

Dazzle Dots®

M

Meodowbraol’s hard of HeraFord beef calile.

different blends of acrylee with 20630
o cenl Angeling condent in gither mel=
allized or iridescent polyester, ond a
|||:l|:1|r:.-' hlend of 6 woalf2S5
polyumided 10 anporals Anpelina,

Someple drapery, shirting and hopsack

fabrics have also been produced, and
seweral epulare enmpanics in Frapce
and Tnaly are showing keen inlerest.

If wou'“re wondering what be neskel
potential fior glanes prodicis mogha be,
Just sk Ruschmamm. She's ged 3 mallion
ieas., Meadowhbrook already sells
Angeling fibers 1o L:d;rlnp.;lnii::s n
England, Auwsinn umil the LS, for l}'ing
ﬁ:—.‘hi.ng flies, 15 the medical textibes com-
miknily ready o waave copper fibers
o el pruds e blzmkets for the urthritis
atflicredy  How abput meetil scowring
s ddved 2o color coondinate with your
Kitklwan, Or Angeling dyed 1o masteh car-
pet fibers for luster Moor coverings, of Lo
mdd glitz 10 socks. Angeling fibers, she
subil, ulse can be embedded inwe paper
proaducts and even be coated to absorb
ink,

In odidition 1o wses for the Angeling
fibers. Buschmann has a multitods of
markedr for Meadowhrok's caher prod-
uits, sweh as gliter fine enough 1o be

o spraved from a can (Micromic Jewels)

of mlls of peel and stek Darzbe Dols
that were peecnlly introduced i U

o crafis marker by the Michasl's retail

1 chain.

There i ng doult et Buschomsnn
o intesds o spresd her gliter threaghous
e waslel. 11 she has anything to say
about 3, Fashion yams and faboics are
in foe A very brighn and shiny fumre 8
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